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IMITATING CHRIST IN HOW WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
PHILEMON 17-25 
 

 

17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18 If he has wronged you 
at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will 
repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from 
you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I say. 22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping 
that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. 
 

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
 
1. Paul’s encouragement for Philemon to ________ Onesimus as he would Paul is an 
 encouragement to _______ ______ in the way we love one another. 
 
 PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11 
 
 
2. Paul’s encouragement for Philemon to ______ Onesimus’ debt points us to Jesus who has 
 forgiven ___ debts. 
 
 GALATIANS 3:13-14 
 
 
3. Philemon’s _________ ultimately isn’t to Paul, but to _____! 
 
 “Setting himself apart from the moral philosophers of his time, Paul's teachings carry an authority 
 that demands an obedient response. This authority is derived from ‘Christ Jesus,’ because of whom 
 Paul is ‘a prisoner’ (v.1). Even though Paul's mode of discourse in this letter is an appeal ‘on the 
 basis of love’ (v.9), the source and basis of this appeal is Christ Jesus Himself, and it carries a 
 substantial force that cannot be ignored. For contemporary believers who encounter Paul's letters, 
 we are called to submit to the gospel embedded in these pages.” -- David W. Pao 
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23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
 
1. Paul’s encouragement for Philemon to receive Onesimus as he would Paul is an 
 encouragement to imitate Christ in the way we love one another. 
 
 PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11 
 
 
2. Paul’s encouragement for Philemon to forgive Onesimus’ debt points us to Jesus who has 
 forgiven our debts. 
 
 GALATIANS 3:13-14 
 
 
3. Philemon’s obedience ultimately isn’t to Paul, but to Jesus! 
 
 “Setting himself apart from the moral philosophers of his time, Paul's teachings carry an authority 
 that demands an obedient response. This authority is derived from ‘Christ Jesus,’ because of whom 
 Paul is ‘a prisoner’ (v.1). Even though Paul's mode of discourse in this letter is an appeal ‘on the 
 basis of love’ (v.9), the source and basis of this appeal is Christ Jesus Himself, and it carries a 
 substantial force that cannot be ignored. For contemporary believers who encounter Paul's letters, 
 we are called to submit to the gospel embedded in these pages.” -- David W. Pao 
  
 


