
10.02.22         SPEAKER: Jeremy Burrage       SERIES: First Timothy 
 
 
ELDERS: SERVANT LEADERS OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7 
 
 
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7; TITUS 1:5-9; HEBREWS 13:17-21; 1 PETER 5:1-5  
 
Overseer = Pastor = Elder = Shepherd 
 
•  According to the Bible, Elders are ____, but they are a certain _____ of men. 
 
 
Who Are they? 
 
1. He has ____________ (to death, not to power). 
 

o  The call of an elder is NOT to ______ & authority. 
 

o  The call of an elder is to __________ & service. 
 

o  Elders are called to come and ____. 
 
 MATTHEW 20:25-28; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:11-12  
 
2. They are above _________. 
 He is trustworthy and people believe in him. 
 
3. They are ___________ men.  
 If they are married, they are committed to their wives. 
 
4. They are ___________. 
 He has disciplined enough that he’s not controlled by things. 
 He is ruled by a pursuit of God and not other things. 
 
5. They are sensible, prudent & ____________. 
 He has good judgment. He understands himself well. 
 
6. They are ____________ and honorable. 
 You want to respect him. You want to honor him. 
 
7. They are ____________. 
 He loves lost people and loves to minister to people. 
 
8. They are skilled in __________. 
 He can answer you from the Bible when you have questions. 
 
9. They are not __________ to wine. 



10. They are gentle and ___________. 
 He doesn’t love conflict but isn’t afraid of it. 
 
11. They are not lovers of _______. 
 
12. They are leaders of their _______. 
 He is a servant to his wife & children. 
 
13. They are ________ believers. 
 He is not a new believer. 
 
14. They have a good ____________ even with the outside world. 
 People outside the Church respect the way he lives his life. 
 
! It’s ___________ more than ______. 
 
 
What Do They Do? 
 
1. Elders ______ under the authority of Jesus. 
 
2. Elders __________ the Body of Christ (The Church). 
 

o  Elders _____; Elders _______; Elders ________ 
 
3. Elders ______ the Word. 
 

o  They ______ the Bible and ______ the Bible effectively. 
 
 
How Do They Do It? 
 
1. ________. 
 
2. By ________. 
 
3. With _________. 
 
4. _________. 
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Overseer = Pastor = Elder = Shepherd 
 
•  According to the Bible, Elders are men, but they are a certain type of men. 
 
 
Who Are they? 
 
1. He has aspirations (to death, not to power). 
 

o  The call of an elder is NOT to power & authority. 
 

o  The call of an elder is to sacrifice & service. 
 

o  Elders are called to come and die. 
 
 MATTHEW 20:25-28; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:11-12  
 
2. They are above reproach. 
 He is trustworthy and people believe in him. 
 
3. They are one-woman men.  
 If they are married, they are committed to their wives. 
 
4. They are temperate. 
 He has disciplined enough that he’s not controlled by things. 
 He is ruled by a pursuit of God and not other things. 
 
5. They are sensible, prudent & reasonable. 
 He has good judgment. He understands himself well. 
 
6. They are respectable and honorable. 
 You want to respect him. You want to honor him. 
 
7. They are hospitable. 
 He loves lost people and loves to minister to people. 
 
8. They are skilled in teaching. 
 He can answer you from the Bible when you have questions. 
 
9. They are not addicted to wine. 



10. They are gentle and peaceable. 
 He doesn’t love conflict but isn’t afraid of it. 
 
11. They are not lovers of money. 
 
12. They are leaders of their homes. 
 He is a servant to his wife & children. 
 
13. They are mature believers. 
 He is not a new believer. 
 
14. They have a good reputation even with the outside world. 
 People outside the Church respect the way he lives his life. 
 
! It’s character more than skill. 
 
 
What Do They Do? 
 
1. Elders lead under the authority of Jesus. 
 
2. Elders shepherd the Body of Christ (The Church). 
 

o  Elders care; Elders protect; Elders nurture 
 
3. Elders teach the Word. 
 

o  They know the Bible and teach the Bible effectively. 
 
 
How Do They Do It? 
 
1. Eagerly. 
 
2. By example. 
 
3. With patience. 
 
4. Joyfully. 
 
 
 
 


