
10.30.16         SPEAKER: Jeremy Burrage                             SERIES: Galatians 
 
 
SELF-EFFORT VS. GRACE 
GALATIANS 4:21-31 
 
 
! Grace is God’s undeserved favor and blessing through Jesus Christ freely given to people 
 who deserve God’s wrath because of their sin. 
 
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave 
was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now 
this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bear-
ing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the 
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she 
is our mother. 27 For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, 
you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who 
has a husband.” 28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he 
who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is 
now. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the 
slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not children of 
the slave but of the free woman. 
 
GENESIS 15:1-6 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will 
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram 
said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And 
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall 
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if 
you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed 
the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
 
GENESIS 16:1-6 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian 
servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented 
me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, 
Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a 
wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she 
looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on 
you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on 
me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, 
your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she 
fled from her. 
 



Understanding Paul’s Analogy: 
 
God made a covenant with Abram. Abram & Sarai in a moment of weak faith trusted in themselves 
more than they trusted in God. 
 
• Their faith should have led to ___________ (waiting and trusting). Instead, their lack of 

faith led to ______________. 
 
• Not all who are “Sons of Abraham” are “____________.” 

 
 ROMANS 2:28-29 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision 
 outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
 the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
 
• Hagar is a picture of ___________… Sarah is a picture of ______. 

 
• What are you relying on to make you a child of God? If it is self-effort, it will lead to _____. 

If it is grace, it will lead to ____________! 
 
 Paul is directly talking to the people who desire to be made right before God by keeping the Law 
 and by heritage. Make sure you don’t miss the point: Paul is not talking to believers who want to 
 follow God’s commands because they love Him and because their heart’s desires have been 
 changed. Paul is talking to legalists who want to earn their way to God rather than trusting in 
 Christ’s saving work alone.  
 
• Either the finished work of Christ on the cross is ____________ to make us children of 

God or it is not.  
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Understanding Paul’s Analogy: 
 
God made a covenant with Abram. Abram & Sarai in a moment of weak faith trusted in themselves 
more than they trusted in God. 
 
• Their faith should have led to obedience (waiting and trusting). Instead, their lack of faith 

led to disobedience. 
 
• Not all who are “Sons of Abraham” are “Sons of God.” 

 
 ROMANS 2:28-29 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision 
 outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
 the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
 
• Hagar is a picture of self-effort… Sarah is a picture of grace. 

 
• What are you relying on to make you a child of God? If it is self-effort, it will lead to death. 

If it is grace, it will lead to eternal life! 
 
 Paul is directly talking to the people who desire to be made right before God by keeping the Law 
 and by heritage. Make sure you don’t miss the point: Paul is not talking to believers who want to 
 follow God’s commands because they love Him and because their heart’s desires have been 
 changed. Paul is talking to legalists who want to earn their way to God rather than trusting in 
 Christ’s saving work alone.  
 
• Either the finished work of Christ on the cross is sufficient to make us children of God or 

it is not.  
	  


