
10.23.16    SPEAKER: Jeremy Burrage              SERIES: Galatians 
 
 
TRUTH! 
GALATIANS 4:8-20 
 
 
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But 
now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to 
the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once 
more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I may have labored 
over you in vain. 12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You 
did me no wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at 
first, 14 and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me 
as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to 
you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then 
become your enemy by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good purpose. 
They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is always good to be made much of 
for a good purpose, and not only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom I am 
again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be present with you now 
and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you. 
 
 
Don’t abandon the Gospel! Rather, remember… 
 

• You did not _________. (v.8) 
 

• But you came to know God (rather, be _____________)! (v.9a) 
 
 PSALM 139:1-3 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when I sit down 
 and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and my lying 
 down and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
 JEREMIAH 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
 consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
 
 JOHN 10:27-28 27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give 
 them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”  
 
 2 TIMOTHY 2:19 But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those 
 who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” 
 
 MATTHEW 7:21-23 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
 heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will 
 say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
 and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
 you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” 
 

• So don’t __________! (v.9b-11) 



Notice how Paul lovingly and truthfully calls these people back to the grace of God. (v.13-16) 
It’s a good example for us to follow with those we love! 
 

• Remind them that _______________ even in ways we don’t realize (providence). (v.13) 
 “God is always doing 10,000 things in your life, and you may be aware of three of them.”          
  – John Piper 
 

• Reconnect with them ____________. (v.14) 
 

• Help them __________ how God has blessed them. (v.15) 
 

• Tell them the _______! (v.16) 
 
 
Be careful of false teachers! (v.17-20) 
 

• They are _____________.  
 They were making much of the Galatians so the Galatians would in turn make much of them! 
 

• They are _____________. 
 They were manipulating God’s people for their own desires. 
 
 
!  Ask yourself, “Is this pointing me toward a man or group or is it pointing me to Jesus?” 
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