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THE NEED FOR REDEMPTION                                                     
IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS 
EXODUS 1:8-22 
 
 
This is a dark scene… 
 
•  Pharaoh _________ the people of God for his own _________ gain. 
 
•  Pharaoh committed _________, first in private, then by public edict. 
 
•  Israel _________ because of the sins of Pharaoh and Egypt. 
 
 Since the fall in the Garden of Eden, there always has been and always will be trouble and tribu-
 lation in this life as a result of sin in our world. That is a fact of life. Some of this is a result of our 
 own sin. Some of this is a result of the sin of others. Either way, be assured that in one way or 
 another, all of our trials can be traced back to sin.    
 
 
Obviously, this scene (along with any atrocity) begs the question, “Why, God?” 
 
•  Because of ____. (Do not sanitize this in your mind or heart… ever!) 
 
•  Trouble and tribulation are at the same time _________ and ___________. 
 
 JOHN 16:33; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-9; 16-18 
 
•  God’s plan to accomplish your ____________ may not include your ___________________. 
 
•  We can rest in the truth that even in the midst of these things, God is _________. 
 
 It has been said that God’s sovereignty is best seen in the rear-view mirror.    
 
 
What in the world could God be doing in this scene in Exodus 1? 
 
EXODUS 1:12; EXODUS 12:37  

“In all probability, if they had been left to themselves, they would have been melted and absorbed into 
the Egyptian race, and lost their identity as God’s special people… Yet, all the while, God was 
resolved to bring them out of that evil connection. They must be a separated people; they could not 
be Egyptians, nor yet live permanently like Egyptians, for God had chosen them for Himself, and He 
meant to make an abiding difference between Israel and Egypt.” -- Charles Spurgeon 
 
“Strange to say, one of the ways God preserved this difference was by enslaving the people to 
Pharaoh… The more he made God’s people suffer, the more God triumphed.” -- Philip Ryken 
  
!   God, in His ultimate goodness, worked through the sinfulness of Pharaoh and enslave-
 ment of His people to accomplish His perfect plan of making Israel into a great  nation! 
 
!  We can rest assured that even in the midst of the sin, trouble and tribulation of this world, 
 God is sovereignly working all things together to accomplish His perfect plan, and that is 
 for our good!   



10.08.17               SPEAKER: Jeremy Burrage                SERIES: Exodus 
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IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS 
EXODUS 1:8-22 
 
 
This is a dark scene… 
 
•  Pharaoh enslaved the people of God for his own political gain. 
 
•  Pharaoh committed genocide, first in private, then by public edict. 
 
•  Israel suffered because of the sins of Pharaoh and Egypt. 
 
 Since the fall in the Garden of Eden, there always has been and always will be trouble and tribu-
 lation in this life as a result of sin in our world. That is a fact of life. Some of this is a result of our 
 own sin. Some of this is a result of the sin of others. Either way, be assured that in one way or 
 another, all of our trials can be traced back to sin.    
 
 
Obviously, this scene (along with any atrocity) begs the question, “Why, God?” 
 
•  Because of sin. (Do not sanitize this in your mind or heart… ever!) 
 
•  Trouble and tribulation are at the same time promised and perplexing. 
 
 JOHN 16:33; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-9; 16-18 
 
•  God’s plan to accomplish your ultimate good may not include your immediate happiness. 
 
•  We can rest in the truth that even in the midst of these things, God is working. 
 
 It has been said that God’s sovereignty is best seen in the rear-view mirror.    
 
 
What in the world could God be doing in this scene in Exodus 1? 
 
EXODUS 1:12; EXODUS 12:37  

“In all probability, if they had been left to themselves, they would have been melted and absorbed into 
the Egyptian race, and lost their identity as God’s special people… Yet, all the while, God was 
resolved to bring them out of that evil connection. They must be a separated people; they could not 
be Egyptians, nor yet live permanently like Egyptians, for God had chosen them for Himself, and He 
meant to make an abiding difference between Israel and Egypt.” -- Charles Spurgeon 
 
“Strange to say, one of the ways God preserved this difference was by enslaving the people to 
Pharaoh… The more he made God’s people suffer, the more God triumphed.” -- Philip Ryken 
  
!   God, in His ultimate goodness, worked through the sinfulness of Pharaoh and enslave-
 ment of His people to accomplish His perfect plan of making Israel into a great  nation! 
 
!  We can rest assured that even in the midst of the sin, trouble and tribulation of this world, 
 God is sovereignly working all things together to accomplish His perfect plan, and that is 
 for our good!   


