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PEACE, BE STILL… PEACE, BE SENT 
JOHN 20:11-31 
 
 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 
12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one 
at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said 
to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus 
said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and 
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these 
things to her. 19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. 
 
 
“I have seen the Lord…” (v.11-18) 
 

• Mary’s response to Jesus’ resurrection is ___________. 
 
 
“Peace be with you…” (v.12-22, 26) 
 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross and resurrection brought peace between God and His people! 
 
ROMANS 5:1-2 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 



we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 
EPHESIANS 2:13-22 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and 
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he 
came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are 
being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
 
SIDENOTE… What does verse 23 mean? 
 
This verse is not giving authority to Christians to forgive sins. Jesus is saying that followers of Christ 
can boldly say that anyone’s sin can be forgiven because of the work Jesus has accomplished 
through His life, death & resurrection. Likewise, the follower of Christ can say boldly to those who DO 
NOT respond to the message of God’s forgiveness through faith in Christ that their sins, as a result, 
are not forgiven. 
 
 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed…” (v.24-29) 
 
1 PETER 1:8-9 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
 
“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you…” (v.22) 
 
This great news of Jesus has been given to us to proclaim to the world! (And by the world, He means 
from Tuscaloosa to the ends of the earth.) 
 
JOHN 17:17-19 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be 
sanctified in truth. 
 
MATTHEW 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
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• Mary’s response to Jesus’ resurrection is obedience. 
 
 
“Peace be with you…” (v.12-22, 26) 
 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross and resurrection brought peace between God and His people! 
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our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 



we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 
EPHESIANS 2:13-22 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and 
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he 
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SIDENOTE… What does verse 23 mean? 
 
This verse is not giving authority to Christians to forgive sins. Jesus is saying that followers of Christ 
can boldly say that anyone’s sin can be forgiven because of the work Jesus has accomplished 
through His life, death & resurrection. Likewise, the follower of Christ can say boldly to those who DO 
NOT respond to the message of God’s forgiveness through faith in Christ that their sins, as a result, 
are not forgiven. 
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believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of 
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“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you…” (v.22) 
 
This great news of Jesus has been given to us to proclaim to the world! (And by the world, He means 
from Tuscaloosa to the ends of the earth.) 
 
JOHN 17:17-19 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I 
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