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EVERYONE HAS A DECISION TO MAKE 
JOHN 18:38-19:16 
 
 
38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told 
them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the 
Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not 
this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 
19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am 
bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief 
priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When 
Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said 
to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you 
from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate 
sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. 
Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in 
Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. 
He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 
but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 
 
 

• Pilate chose politics and popularity over ______ and ________. 
 
 MATTHEW 27:11-26 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 
 “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused 
 by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 
 how many things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
 charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 15 Now at the feast the governor was 
 accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had 
 then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 
 “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he 
 knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on 
 the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I 
 have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders 
 persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to 
 them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 



 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let 
 him be crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
 “Let him be crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
 was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent 
 of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 
 and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
 delivered him to be crucified. 
 
 

• The crowd chose a robber and murderer over the ________ Son of God. 
 
 LUKE 23:18-25 18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 
 Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city 
 and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they kept 
 shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I 
 have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 23 But they 
 were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 
 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had 
 been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered 
 Jesus over to their will. 
 
 

• Jesus chose ________ and __________ to purchase our ___________. 
 
 ISAIAH 53:1-7 1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of 
 the Lord been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of 
 dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
 should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
 with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 
 him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
 stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
 crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
 wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to 
 his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he 
 was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 
 sheep that before its shearers so he opened not his mouth. 
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• The crowd chose a robber and murderer over the sinless Son of God. 
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 Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city 
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• Jesus chose silence and sacrifice to purchase our salvation. 
 
 ISAIAH 53:1-7 1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of 
 the Lord been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of 
 dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
 should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
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 sheep that before its shearers so he opened not his mouth. 
 
 


